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please his Majesty to choose. The letters in which
the faction expressed their devotion to Philip II.
were intercepted by the Royalists and forwarded by
the King to Mayenne. The Lieutenant-General of
the League was already sufficiently perplexed by
the escape from prison of his nephew, the young
Duke of Guise, whom he dreaded as his most
dangerous rival. Guise, as the son of their martyred
hero, was highly popular with the Catholic mob,
and his marriage with the Infanta and election as
King by the Estates might have united the sup-
porters of the House of Lorraine, the Spaniards and
the democratic party, and have reduced the Lieu-
tenant-General of the League to insignificance,

Mayenne was therefore scarcely less anxious than
Henry IV. to prevent the marriage of his nephew
with the Spanish Princess. His wisest and most
staunch adviser, Jeannin, began to urge what Villeroy
had seen from the beginning: that the League could
be maintained only by Spanish help. "We cannot,"
he said, " do otherwise than ascribe to the King of
Spain the credit and gratitude due for our existence,
but the payment which he demands involves the
sacrifice of the independence and future of France/*
He therefore maintained that Mayenne ought to
conclude an arrangement on the best terms possible
with Henry of Navarre. The King's conversion in-
deed might be insisted upon, but, if this essential
point was secured, further resistance would be both
foolish and criminal.

The Duke affected to be convinced by the argu-
ments of his followers, but was none the less de-